
Attempt for an Early Harvest 
 
You may have encountered people at various public 
places – libraries, government buildings, etc. gathering 
signatures for a petition.  They tell you that the petition 
is for “Fair Districts Florida” and it all sounds so reason-
able and logical.  They say they want to take politics out 
of districting and make it “fair and balanced”.  They 
claim to be non-partisan and are hoping to get the 
measure on the ballot. 
 
This measure proposes taking the task of drawing dis-
tricts away from the legislature and putting it in the 
hands of a citizens' group.  
 
The problems begin with what they DON’T tell you.  
Who comprises this “citizen’s advisory group”?  Who 
chooses who sits on this “citizen’s advisory group”?  
Who determines the guidelines of 
what is “fair”?  Currently, the Su-
preme Court of Florida approves all 
districts.  What is unfair with that?  
There are many unanswered and 
troubling questions in this measure. 
 

  
Most importantly, what they don’t tell you is that Fair 
Districts Florida is funded by ACORN, Planned Parent-
hood, ACLU, EMILY’s List and numerous unions .  
ACORN, as you may know, is under investigation for 
widespread voter fraud in several states. 
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    (continued)                           

 
There is nothing “non-partisan” about these organiza-
tions.  ACORN and all these coalition partners have a 
decidedly left wing and often times, radical agenda.  If 
ACORN is pushing this measure, you can be sure 
they will have involvement in this citizen’s advisory 
group.   This measure will allow a leftist sponsored 
entity to redraw districts that could ensure Democratic 
control of the entire state.  There are no checks and 
balances with this measure.  
 
Go to www.fairdistrictsflorida.org and click “about us” 
to see the full list of leftist organizations funding this 
measure. 
 

If you encounter these petitioners, PLEASE 
DON’T SIGN THE PETITION!                  

 
Boston Tea Party in Southwest FL? 

By Craig Briscoe  
 

Two hundred thirty-six years ago a band of patriots 
gathered in the Boston Harbor in the dark of night to 
protest actions by the British government; the reason, 
taxation without representation.  This past April 15th, 
a new breed of patriots gathered to voice their con-
cern and frustration towards Washington over pork 
barrel spending and nationalization of private indus-
tries vis-à-vis bailouts. 
 
The inspiration to participate in Fort Myers own tea 
party was not merely the event conducted originally 
by Boston patriots but also from the words written 233 
years ago in the Declaration of Independence that 
refers to life, liberty and happiness. “That to secure 
these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, 
deriving their just powers from the consent of the gov-
erned”  Frankly, I viewed the call to action as a tipping 
point of moving from the seats to the streets.   
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Over 4,000 people gathered at Cen-
tennial Park in Fort Myers to voice 
their disgust and frustration of billion 
dollar bailouts and the belief Wash-
ington knows better than the individ-
ual on resolving our current eco-
nomic crisis.   
 
There have been times recently that I have wept for my 
country, wondering both silently and aloud if our best 
days are behind us, yet with the overwhelming atten-
dance …it gave me hope.  But unlike the empty rheto-
ric of hope offered on a campaign trail. This time hope 
will transform into action. A website has been estab-
lished to keep you informed on how you can help and 
support those running for office that hold dear to be-
liefs of less government and lower taxes.  If they are 
out there, they will need your support  in the upcoming 
2010 elections.   
 
Please know the Tea Party effort is just a small piece 
of a much larger movement aimed at restoring the ba-
sic free-market principles our country was built on. The 
Constitution, for the most part, is being ignored by our 
current government and we intend on working together 
to take our county back. 
 
Get involved, Stay informed  http://teapartylc.com/ 
 
 

Club Corner  
 

This is a new feature in the Trunkline.  We will run 
events, activities and announcements regarding the 
various Republican clubs in Lee County.  If you wish to 
have your club listed, please send your club’s name, 
contact information and announcement to Brenda 
Skupny at bskupny@lcrec.org.  The next Trunkline will 
publish in late June.  Deadline for submissions is June 
15. 

     
  

 
Cape Coral Republican Club 
The club meets the last Wednesday of the month 
at Cape Coral Board of Realtors building, 918 SE 
46th Lane.  Their May meeting will be on May 27th, 
with State Representative Gary Aubuchon as the 
featured speaker.  Social time: 6:30, meeting at 
7:00 pm.  Contact Bill McDonald, President at 239-
789-7727 or bmcdonald@libertybank.com for more 
information. 
 
Lee Republican Women’s Club 
The Lee Republican Women’s Club has launched a 
new project “Treats for the Troops”.  Peg Ketchum 
is heading up the effort.   Soldiers stationed in Af-
ghanistan are in desperate need of items.  The club 
is collecting toiletries, individually wrapped snacks 
and non perishables to ship overseas.  To donate 
items, contact Peg at 239-772-9065 or 
pjketchum@earthlink.net.  Also, if you know of a 
soldier stationed in Afghanistan please provide Peg 
with their contact information so they can be the 
recipient of the club’s efforts.   
 
The next meeting is May 12 at 11:30 am at the 
Royal Palm Yacht Club.   The 
program is Support our Troops.  
Contact Christina Cook at 
tgcook44@aol.com or call 239-
945-6155 for membership and 
meeting information.  
 
Lee Republican Women Federated 
Lee Republican Women Federated meets the sec-
ond Monday of each month at the Hilton Garden 
Inn on the corner of Summerlin Rd. and College 
Pkwy.Time:  11:15 am social hour with program to 
follow.The next dinner meeting is May 11, 2009, 
starting at 5:30 pm.  The program will be "A Report 
from Congress" with Congressman Connie 
Mack.The June meeting will be held June 8, 2009 
at 11:15 am.  It is a work shop on using the club's 
new website.  Please contact Clara at 482-5160 or 
email Clara at clacal@comcast.net for more infor-
mation. 
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The Lee Republican Executive Committee presented 
its new strategic plan at the general meeting on April 
25.  Lee County is unique in the respect that ours is 
the only county in the state of Florida to have formu-
lated and executed a strategic plan.  Raymond Rodri-
gues, Chairman of the Strategic Planning Committee, 
led the latest effort starting 1/31/09 to 
update the plan and elevate our REC 
to the next level of growth and devel-
opment.  The SPC met in the following 
months to take suggestions from 
breakout groups of the REC and boil 
them down into the final document. Members made a 
few key changes, and the final product will be avail-
able on the website  early May.   
 
The history of this strategic plan began in late 2003 
and early 2004.  The LCREC conducted a series of 
Saturday morning GOP Forums, designed to identify 
areas in need of improvement in the REC, and what 
actions should be taken to accomplish the necessary 
improvements.  Gary Lee was chosen to start the fo-
rum series, which were comprised of breakout ses-
sions conducted by Alan Winslow.  The number one 
concept coming from the sessions was the need to 
write a strategic plan.  Jim Dozier was selected to 
lead this effort. 
 
The core committee was Sandra McDonald, Jan 
Ganter, Donna Poole, Charles Dauray Gary Lee, Alan 
Winslow and Bill Bergquist.  Over a period of 8-10 
weeks, a strategic plan was drafted.  The plan was 
ratified by the forum participants and then formally 
adopted by the LCREC.  Gary Lee was elected Chair-
man in 2004 and began implementation of the plan.  
 
Today, the LCREC continues to grow and stand as a 
model for county REC’s throughout the state of Flor-
ida. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

History repeats itself.   
A cartoon first run in 1934  

 
 
 

 
 
Next LCREC Meeting (T.B.A)  

 
 

For all the political news and events  
stay informed by visiting  

www.lcrec.org  


