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The G Block
By Jan Ganter

Several people have asked what the G stands for in
this title - despite the obvious that my last name begins
with G. Hmmm, they must be Dems. Regardless, my
new answer is “whatever.” It's like hope and change,
words that Obama fans have fallen in love with, and
whatever they believe these words to mean, they pro-
ject onto him, and they become one - in pursuit of the
same unknown things.

If only my G could have the same
effect. Nevertheless, | press on, un-
supported by the press, no money roll-
ing in, yet willing to reveal that, for
now, G stands for Good Grief! It -
means frustration. | am horrified that some Republicans
are actually thinking about not voting in November or
voting for a Demaocrat because John McCain is not eve-
rything they always wanted. Folks, let's not cut off our
nose to spite our face.

Democrats are our opponents. Our objective is to
defeat them at the polls and elect Republicans. It is in-
herently a partisan process, a tug of war of ideas since
we have a different view of almost everything — taxes,
immigration, social issues, capitalism, war, religion, the
role of government in our lives, even the weather. And
they certainly disagree when we say Republicans are
better looking. (I threw that in for comic relief.) Newt
Gingrich asked “Would you rather elect a President you
disagreed with 80% of the time or 20% percent of the
time?”

The choice is clear. However, when we talk
about not voting or say it makes no difference what
Party we vote for, or publicly criticize other Republi-
cans, it gives aid and comfort (and votes) to our
opponents. It also damages our ability to expand
the Party or foster loyalty to it, and it thumbs its
nose at our past gains as well as our hard work in
pursuit of victory, whether at the polls or in Irag.

Good Grief, we must unite to win in November!

Eight Applicants On JNC Short List

The 20" Circuit’s Judicial Nominating Committee
(INC) convened February 14-15 in Bonita Springs
to interview 43 applicants for two vacant, circuit
judge seats, with each interview lasting about 20
minutes. The applicants were impressive, the
“interrogations” interesting, and the days long, but
finally, in closed session, they selected eight peo-
ple, known as the “short list” that goes to the Gov-
ernor for consideration. He has 60 days to make
the appointments.

The Nominees are Hal Adams,
Judge John Domerich, Judge John
Duryea, Judge Christine Greider,
George Richards, James Schenko,
Lee Ann Shreiber, and Beatriz Ta-
quechel.

The Republican Judicial Commit-
tee attended the public event in order to be better
informed about candidates for the bench. At elec-
tion time, these are the people least known to the
public due to restrictions governing their cam-
paigns, and the local Party is bombarded with
guestions about them. The Republican Committee
was comprised of four County Chairmen, Gary Lee
(Lee), Carla Dean (Collier) Bob Starr (Charlotte),
Mel Karau (Hendry) and State Committeewoman
Jan Ganter. (Lee)
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Delegate Wantabees to
GOP

National Convention —
Apply Now!

All registered Republicans are eligible to run for a
delegate or alternate slot to the Republican National
Convention, September 1-4, 2008, in Minneapolis-
Saint Paul.

The qualifying period begins noon March 3, and
ends noon March 7, and no applications will be ac-
cepted after this date. These dates were advertised in
USA Today.

Your best chance for a delegate slot is to apply as a
14™ Congressional District delegate. Three delegate
and three alternate positions are available. You can
find the necessary forms- application and oath - as well
as other convention info by clicking on  http://
www.leerepublican.org/eventsUpcoming.php.

Mail the application and loyalty oath to RPOF, 420 E.
Jefferson Street, Tallahassee, Fl 32301. Guest infor-
mation, hotel and transportation details will be avail-

able in the summer.

District delegates and alternates will be elected from
these applications at the district caucus April 17, Edi-
son College - Bldg. S, room 17 at 1:00 PM.

At-large delegates (36) and alternates, will be
elected by the RPOF Executive Board at their May
quarterly meeting in Orlando. Interested persons may
apply for one of these, but it's a long shot. The applica-
tion process and qualifying dates are the same.

Florida intends to go to the convention with all its
delegates (114) and alternates. Since Florida has
been “punished” for its early primary and its dele-
gation reduced by half, it remains to be seen if all
delegates will be seated. However, Chairman
Greer vows to fight all the way to the convention
floor

RPOF Says “It's Not Our Fault!”

It's possible the race between Senators Clinton
and Obama could end up being decided by the De-
mocrat Super Delegates — 22 elected officials plus
VIPs of the Party. They are
free to vote for any candidate
they choose, and there are
796 of them. With Hillary be-
hind in delegates at this writ-
ing, the loss of Florida dele-
gates won in the Primary
hurts.

Contributing to the chaos, the Republican Party of
Florida recently pointed out a further problem.
While it would be “unheard of” for Clinton and
Obama to give money to primary voters or the
delegates pledged to those voters, that is not the
case with Super Delegates, evidently. In the past
three years, some $890,000 in campaign contribu-
tions have gone to elected officials who are now
Super Delegates. U.S. Florida Senator Bill Nelson,
a Clinton supporter, is one of them. He received
$10,000 from HILLPAC.

Continued on next page
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(continued from previous page)

The Dems, wringing their hands, find themselves on
the horns of a dilemma. However, the Republican
Party of Florida says it is time to stop blaming them
for the mess Democrats are in. Jeremy Ring (D-
Sarasota) sponsored the Bill to move up Florida’s pri-
mary, which ultimately resulted in loss of delegates for
both Parties, but as the RPOF says, “Democrats ad-
vocated for the Bill; they sponsored it and they ALL
voted for it.” So there.

Announcements

March 3-7
Delegate qualifying for GOP National Convention

March 12
Next SPC Board Meeting, 7:00am, Edison College

April 18
14™ Cong. Dist. Caucus — Edison College, Bldg. S,
Room 17, 1:00pm.

May 17

Lee Republican Executive Committee meeting For all the political news and events
8:00am, Edison College, Bldg. S, room 17 stay informed by visiting
Featured speaker: RPOF Executive Director of Politi- www.lcrec.org

cal Affairs Jim Rimes on campaign strategies for

'2008.

Lincoln Reagan Dinner— To Be Announced



